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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Daybreak on 29 May 1945 found the 1st
Marine Division beginning its fiFh consecutive week of frontal assault as part of the U.S. Tenth Army s grinding
oGensive against the Japanese defenses centered on Shuri Castle in southern Okinawa. Operation Iceberg, the
campaign to seize Okinawa, was now two months old-and badly bogged down. The exhilarating, fast-paced
opening of the campaign had been replaced by week aFer week of costly, exhausting, attrition warfare against
the Shuri complex. The 1st Marine Division, hemmed in between two other divisions with precious little
maneuver room, had advanced barely a thousand yards in the past 18 days-an average of 55 yards each
bloody day. Their sector featured one bristling, honeycombed ridge line aFer another-sequentially Kakazu,
Dakeshi, and Wana (with its murderous, reverse slope canyon). Just beyond lay the long shoulder of Shuri
Ridge, the nerve center of the Japanese Thirty-second Army and the outpost of dozens of the enemy s forward
artillery observers who had made life so miserable for American assault forces all month long. But on this rainy
morning, this 29th of May, things seemed somehow diGerent, quieter. AFer days of bitter fighting, American
forces had finally overrun both outposts of the Shuri Line: Conical Hill on the east, captured by the 96th Infantry
Division, and the Sugar Loaf complex in the west, seized by the 6th Marine Division. Shuri no longer seemed
invincible.
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