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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Sermon Delivered at the Funeral of the Rev. Ezra
Ripley, D.D The short time allowed for preparation, the weakness arising from a recent sickness, and my
comparative youth in the ministry, will give me large claims on your candor. The materials, too, are not
abundant. The deceased was not connected conspicuously with any great revolutionary movements, political
or religious. He published but little, and that on no great public occasion, or deeply exciting subjects. It has been
his highest ambition to excel in a sphere humble in the eye of man, but highest of all in the eye of God, the office
of a faithful minister of Jesus Christ. Many of his best thoughts, his noblest acts, have been unrecorded, save in
the book of life. He kept nothing in the form of a journal, except a memorandum of a few facts and resolutions,
at intervals of five, ten, and twenty years; and even these he had scruples about preserving. I have serious
objections, says he in the memorandum, to the keeping of a diary to be inspected aDer death, even if it could be
kept with exactness and truth. What is bad in me, why should the world know, further than it observes? and if
there be anything good, by the grace of God, will not the daily exhibition of it be the best evidence to the world?
I have not therefore many public acts, or documents, wherewith to illustrate the character of the deceased. But
to this audience he might say, as Paul said to Timothy, Thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life,
purpose, faith, long-sufferng, charity, patience. If I present...
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