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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt: .and admiring schoolmates, Polly saw with sympathetic
insight which of its many sides the picnic parallelopiped was presenting to the child in that proud moment. The
feeling of supreme importance that it bestowed is a joy not permitted to all, and rarely does it come to any
mortal more than once in a lifetime. But for every Haman, no matter how resplendent, sits an unmoved
Mordecai in the king s gate. So to this little Sheba of the Cross-Roads there was one who bowed not down.
Perkins s oldest, on the front seat beside the driver, had no eyes for her. He scarcely looked in her direction. His
112 glances were all centred on the baskets which Bowser was packing in around his feet. He smelled pickles
and pies and ham sandwiches. He knew of sundry tarts and dressed eggs in his own basket, and wild rumours
had reached his ears that Miss Polly intended to stand treat to the extent of Bowser s entire stock of bananas
and candy. Aside from hopes of a surreptitious swim in the creek and a wild day in the woods, his ideas of a
picnic were purely prandial. Across the road, Miss Anastasia Dill, peeping through the blinds, watched the
wagon rattle oH with its merry load. Long aIer the laughing voices had passed beyond her hearing, she still
stood there, one slender hand holding back the curtain, and the other shading her faded blue eyes, as she
gazed absently aIer them. It was the sunshine of another 113 May-day she was looking into. Presently with a
little start she realised that she was not out in the cool green...
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