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illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: . . . BOOK REVIEWS. Eugene Untermyer, Editor-inCharge. Handbook Of The Law Of
Municipal Corporations. By Roger M. Cooley, LL. M. St. Paul: West Publishing Co. 1914. pp. xii, 711. There is
perhaps no field of our entire law that is more spotted than that which we designate as the law of municipal
corporations. In spite of the monumental treatises that have been written upon this subject, there is a
distressing amount of vagueness and inconsistency in many of the doctrines and principles that have been
evolved. Prof. Cooley has set himself a di icult task. He has essayed to give a clear and concise treatment of
those fundamental principles which must be and are applied in any attempt to formulate or construe the law of
municipal corporations as found in the various statutes. In a brief handbook dealing with so vast and
complicated a subject there is obviously little opportunity for a critical and comparative analysis of these
fundamental principles. To the extent that these principles are themselves in more or less logical contradiction
conflicts and ambiguities of declaration must be expected. In plain point of fact this extent is by no means
inconsiderable. However, even though due allowance be made for the necessities of brief treatment, several
criticisms of this work may be recorded. Thus the author has somewhat overstressed the statutory sources of
the law of municipal corporations. He has not indicated with su icient force that an already large and ever
increasing proportion of the law...
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