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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1811. Excerpt: . . . MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS. Mary Queen of Scotland, daughter of James V. was born
in the royal palace of Linlithgow, on the 8th of December, 1542. Her mother was Mary, the eldest daughter of
Claude, Duke of Guise, and widow of Louis, Duke of Longueville. Her father dying a few days a er her birth, she
scarcely existed before she was hailed queen. At an early age Mary was conveyed to France, where she received
her education in the court of Henry II. She soon acquired a knowledge of the Latin tongue, and became a
proficient in the French, Italian, and Spanish languages. She walked, danced, and rode with uncommon grace,
and was qualified by nature as well as art to attain to distinction in painting, poetry, and music. Whilst Mary
resided in the court of Henry II. her personal charms made a deep impression on the mind of the Dauphin. It
was in vain that the constable Montmorency opposed their marriage with all his influence. The important of her
kingdom to Prannp, and the power of her uncles, the Princes of Lorraine, were more than su icient to
counteract his intrigues, and the Dauphin obtained the most beautiful princess in Christendom. Though this
alliance placed the Queen of Scotland in the most conspicuous point of view, it may be considered as having
accidentally laid the foundation of the greatest part of her future misfortunes. Elizabeth, who swayed the
English sceptre, had been declared illegitimate by...
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