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Summary: "The fablelike delicacy, lyricism, and hypnotic prose of Danticat's new novel [are] perfectly suited to
its setting, the tragic and yet magical seaside town of Ville Rose . . . The title character is a 7-year-old girl who
goes missing in the first chapter and stays missing until the very last pages, as a portrait of Ville Rose's
sometimes beautiful, sometimes brutal reality is painted and a collision of fates inches closer ... There is humor
here alongside grief. Danticat's work opens itself to a broader readership through her deft intertwining of the
specific and the universal . . . In and out of bedrooms, graveyards, restaurants and bars, even the local radio
station, she creates rich and varied interior lives for her characters. .. Over the years, Danticat has become the
bard of the Haitian diaspora. [But] this book is firmly planted in her homeland, a fictional community whose
comings and goings are less connected to any earthly destination as they are to the great beyond . . .
Fantastical, heartbreaking." -Deborah Sontag, The New York Times Book Review "Danticat is as well known for
her mastery of language as she is for tackling difficult subjects. With her latest novel, she takes a nuanced
approach to Haiti's complex legacies . . . She keeps the reader in suspense, introducing characters to reveal the
ties that bind generations not only to each other but also to their vulnerable natural environment . . . Claire [is
a] spirited waif wise beyond her years-as children raised in dire conditions often are. Her disappearance set[s]
the stage for revelations of the intertwined lives of the disadvantaged and the privileged. It's much too early...
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