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life-stories of Daniel Defoe and William Paterson, founders of two of the key institutions of our modern age, the
novel and the corporation. This reveals connections which are nowadays forgotten, and which the fractured
specialisms of 'Literature', 'History' and 'Business' can rarely see. These tales are set against the backdrop of the
long eighteenth century - fervent years of inventiveness, high risk gambling, and political revolution. The
authors show that the dark arts of deceit, and the credibility of fictions, are requirements for any creative
enterprise, and that all organizations are fictions.
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