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illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . . . to the grotto, where supper was prepared and waiting for me. The boiling-point of
water, at the level of the kitchen floor, I found to be 196 Fahr. Nothing could be more picturesque than the
aspect of the cave before we went to rest. The fire was gleaming ruddily. I sat upon a stone bench beside it,
while Bennen was in front with the red light glimmering fitfully over him. My boilingwater apparatus, which had
just been used, was in the foreground; and telescopes, opera-glasses, haversacks, wine-keg, bottles, and
mattocks, lay confusedly around. The heavens continued to grow clearer, the thin clouds, which had partially
overspread the sky, melting gradually away. The grotto was comfortable; the hay suHicient materially to
modify the hardness of the rock, and my position at least sheltered and warm. One possibility remained that
might prevent me from sleeping--the snoring of my companion; he assured me, however, that he did not snore,
and we lay down side by side. The good fellow took care that I should not be chilled; he gave me the best place,
by far the best part of the clothes, and may have suHered himself in consequence; but, happily for him, he was
soon oblivious of this. Physiologists, I believe, have discovered that it is chiefly during sleep that the muscles are
repaired; and ere long the sound I dreaded announced to me at once the repair of Bennens muscles and the
doom of my own. The hollow...
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