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indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 Excerpt: . assume the position, that I have given a satisfactory exegesis of the
passage before us, nor hold out the show of being able to give one. It is unquestionably one of the most diIicult
passages in all the Bible, and depends for its solution, as I apprehend, on some popular views common at the
time when Peter wrote his epistle, but which are not known tons. One thing, however, is plain: Can we build our
hopes for eternity on such a doubtful passage as this? Does not the passage itself show, if it be interpreted ae
aIirming the preaching of Christ to the spirits while in prison, that a distinction was made by him. For why did
He preach only to Antediluvians? This last question presents, indeed, a diIiculty which is well nigh fatal to such
an exegesis; for why should all the heathen world, that never heard the Gospel, be excluded from the oIers of
repentance and salvation, while the Antediluvians, who were much more wicked, enjoyed the privilege of such
an oIer? Where else besides this as yet slippery ground, shall we find a stand in the Scriptures for the advocates
of future repentance? It is easy enough to say that the thing ought to be so, and must be so, and to assume it on
grounds a priori; but we are, and for very good reasons, concerned at present only with the Bible. I must merely
cast a look at two or...
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