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SPIRITUAL MERCHANTS: RELIGION MAGIC & COMMERCE

University of Tennessee Press. Paperback / soAback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Spiritual Merchants:
Religion Magic & Commerce, Carolyn Morrow Long, They can be found along the side streets of many American
cities: herb or candle shops catering to practitioners of Voodoo, hoodoo, Santeria, and similar beliefs. Here one
can purchase ritual items and raw materials for the fabrication of traditional charms, plus a variety of soaps,
powders, and aromatic goods known in the trade as spiritual products. For those seeking health or success,
love or protection, these potions oCer the power of the saints and the authority of the African gods.In Spiritual
Merchants, Carolyn Morrow Long provides an inside look at the followers of African-based belief systems and
the retailers and manufacturers who supply them. Traveling from New Orleans to New York, from Charleston to
Los Angeles, she takes readers on a tour of these shops, examines the origins of the products, and profiles the
merchants who sell them.Long describes the principles by which charms are thought to operate, how
ingredients are chosen, and the uses to which they are put. She then explores the commodification of
traditional charms and the evolution of the spiritual products industry from small-scale mail order "doctors"
and hoodoo drugstores to major manufacturers who market their products worldwide. She also oCers an eye-
opening look at how merchants who are not members of the culture entered the business through the
manufacture of other goods such as toiletries, incense, and pharmaceuticals. Her narrative includes previously
unpublished information on legendary Voodoo queens and hoodoo workers, as well as a case study of John the
Conqueror root and its metamorphosis from spirit-embodying charm to commercial spiritual product.No other
book deals in such detail with both the history and current practices of African-based belief systems in the
United States...
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Other Books

Th e M y stery  o n  th e Great Wall  o f  C h in a            
Gallopade International. Paperback / soAback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The
Mystery on the Great Wall of China, Carole Marsh, Mimi, Papa, Grant, and Christina are headed
to China in Papa's little red and white...
Read  Bo o k »  

Do  Th is! N o t Th at!:  Th e U ltimate H an d b o o k o f  C o u n terin tu itiv e Paren tin g                        
Skyhorse Publishing. Paperback / soAback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Do This! Not
That!: The Ultimate Handbook of Counterintuitive Parenting, Anna Glas, Ase Teiner, Malou
Fickling, There are loads of books covering the basics of...
Read  Bo o k »  

Th e M y stery  o n  th e Great Barrier Reef      
Gallopade International. Paperback / soAback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The
Mystery on the Great Barrier Reef, Carole Marsh, It's a trip "Down Under" for Christina, 10,
Grant, 7, and their mystery-writing grandmother Mimi! Lots...
Read  Bo o k »  

DK Read ers L 1:  Feed in g Time    
DK Publishing (Dorling Kindersley). Paperback / soAback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW,
DK Readers L1: Feeding Time, Lee Davis, DK Publishing, Linda Martin, This Level 1 book is
appropriate for children who are just beginning...
Read  Bo o k »  

DK Read ers L 2:  Su rv iv o rs:  Th e N igh t th e Titan ic San k             
DK Publishing. Paperback / soAback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, DK Readers L2:
Survivors: The Night the Titanic Sank, Caryn Jenner, Linda Martin, Will Tate and his family set
sail for America. But they are...
Read  Bo o k »  
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