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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: .drama or in the heroines of romantic or sentimental plays. In Letitia
Hardy she shows her capacity to deal with the belles of polite comedy. Since the year 1780, when the play first
saw the light, Mr. W. Terriss (Flutter). the rdle of Letitia Hardy has remained a sort of test part, and every
performer of light comedy, from Miss Younge, afterwards Mrs. Pope, to Miss Herbert, has been seen in it. Mrs.
Jordan, Madame Vestris, Mrs. Nesbitt, and Miss Foote are a few only of those who have won acceptance in it,
and Miss Smithson, whose reputation in Paris stood higher than that of any English actress, made in it her first
appearance. Without venturing upon comparisons, which must always rest to a certain extent on conjecture, it
may be said that Miss Terry grasped the character as completely as it could have been grasped by any of her
predecessors. Quite delicious were her scenes of archness, and the deeper feeling which is hidden behind the
mask of light-heartedness was finely indicated. Concerning Miss Terry s fitness to deal with the comedy of the
last century no doubt can now exist. The Standard said: The vein of comedy which Miss Ellen Terry possesses
has very rarely been drawn upon of late, and it is well that it should be at times displayed. It may perhaps be
thought that in the scene where Letitia, piqued at the little impression she has made on Doricourt during their...
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